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EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE MINUTES
3 February 2005
A meeting of the Educational Policies Committee was held on 3 February 2005 at 3 p.m. in Old
Main 136 (Champ Hall Conference Room).
Present:

Joyce Kinkead, Chair
Todd Crowl, Curriculum Subcommittee Chair, Natural Resources
Jeff Walters, Academic Standards Subcommittee Chair
Scot Allgood, Education and Human Services
Kathryn Fitzgerald, HASS, Budget and Faculty Welfare
Committee representative
Paul Wheeler, Engineering
Richard Cutler, Science
Weldon Sleight, CIDL
Jennifer Duncan, Library
A J Rounds, Graduate Council
Cathy Gerber, Staff
Rachel Lewis, Staff
Cindy Moulton, Staff

Absent:

Stan Allen, Agriculture
David Olsen, Business
Norm Jones, General Education Subcommittee Chair
Les Essig, ASUSU President
Heidi Evans, ASUSU Academic VP

Visitor:

Heidi Beck, Registrar’s Office

I.

Minutes of the 13 January 2005 meeting

A. J. Rounds moved to approve the minutes of the 13 January 2005 meeting. Scott Allgood
seconded; motion carried.
II.

Subcommittee Reports
A. Curriculum Subcommittee

Todd Crowl reviewed the Curriculum Subcommittee business. He reported that all the course
changes were approved with the correction of ENGL/HIST 4620. A meeting will be scheduled to
discuss the Service Learning Designated courses. No course sections have been requested to be
designated as service learning.
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Todd Crowl will draft a memo to department heads listing the following items with regard to the
General Catalog. All current courses will be listed in the General Catalog. If a course is inactive,
it will be noted as inactive in the General Catalog. Terms in which a course is taught will still be
noted after each course if desired by the department. The course approval form will be changed
to include an inactivate and reactivate box. The course approval form will be used to inactivate
and reactivate a course. This memo will be sent to the Curriculum Subcommittee members for
approval via email and then sent to the departments.
The request to offer a Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Communications in the
Agricultural Systems Technology and Education Department was tabled until the March 3, 2005
Curriculum Subcommittee meeting.
The request to establish a School of the Arts as a new administrative structure within the College
of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences was approved.
The administration of programs transferred from the Department of Business Information
Systems to the Center for Independent and Distance Learning was tabled until the March 3, 2005
Curriculum Subcommittee meeting pending BFW approval.
The common course numbering issue was not addressed due to lack of time. This will be
discussed at the March 3, 2005 Curriculum Subcommittee meeting.
No prerequisite change on a course is necessary when only the number of that prerequisite
course is changing. A prerequisite change is needed when the actual course has changed.
Richard Cutler moved to approve the business of the Curriculum Subcommittee. Scot Allgood,
seconded; motion carried.
B. Academic Standards Subcommittee
The Academic Standards Subcommittee (ASC) met on January 28, 2005. The following issues
were considered at this meeting:
Simultaneous Awarding of Multiple Bachelor’s Degrees. There are currently three defined
modes by which students may pursue a bachelor’s degree or degrees in more than one academic
program: 1) a dual major involves working on two bachelor’s programs, fulfilling all of the
requirements of each of them, and graduating with two degrees simultaneously, but receiving
only one diploma; 2) a composite major involves completing all the requirements for a defined
composite of two distinct programs that does not entail fulfilling all of the requirements of each
of them and receiving a single composite degree; 3) a second bachelor’s degree involves
completing the required credits to receive an additional bachelor’s degree after the first one has
been awarded (the University requires a minimum of 30 credits beyond those applied to the first
bachelor’s degree in a second bachelor’s degree program).
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The Registrar’s Office notified the ASC that when a student has completed a dual major in two
programs that award different bachelor’s degrees (e.g., a BA and a BS), it is not possible to
award a single diploma as intended by the dual major designation, but that two separate diplomas
must be awarded. There have also been requests from students that they be awarded two
diplomas when they have completed a dual major, even when a single diploma is feasible.
At its December 13, 2004 meeting the ASC reconsidered and rescinded the motion altering the
current catalog language describing the Second Bachelor’s degree that was reported to the EPC
at its December 2, 2004 meeting without a request for its being acted on at that time. At its
January 28, 2005 meeting the ASC confirmed this action and further recommends a replacement
for the second motion reported to the EPC at the December 2, 2004 meeting, as follows:
“Students who simultaneously complete the requirements for two bachelor’s degree programs
shall be awarded two diplomas”. The effect of these actions would be to leave the second
bachelor’s degree and composite degree unchanged with respect to award of diplomas, and
provide for separate diplomas for each degree earned simultaneously in a dual major program
without regard to whether those degrees were the same or different.
Limits on the Number of Majors/Minors a Student can pursue simultaneously. Following
discussion of the pro’s and con’s of imposing such restrictions, the ASC adopted a motion stating
that it was inadvisable to establish a policy limiting the number of majors or minors a student
could pursue simultaneously. In doing so the ASC recognizes that it is the responsibility of
academic advisors to counsel their advisees to pursue realistic goals in their studies.
Policy Defining FERPA Compliance. Heidi Beck drew the ASC’s attention to the document on
Policy & Procedures for Use and Release of Student Records adopted by the USU
Administrative Council on July 22, 1996, and posed the question as to whether it should be
revisited and updated. The ASC felt that such action would be appropriate, but deemed this to be
an administrative rather than a policy matter that would best be addressed by the relevant
administrative agencies of the University. In this regard the ASC adopted recommendations to
the effect that any revision should be user friendly and allow spouses/parents of students to take
care of routine matters on behalf of students without undue impediment to the extent feasible
within the law.
Policy on Course Cancellations. The ASC reviewed instances of inconvenience experienced by
students when courses were cancelled after the start of a term without adequate notice or
provision for alternatives. The Committee felt that Departments should be encouraged to act
responsibly in this area by considering the effects that course cancellations have on the students
who have enrolled, making efforts to contact affected students (or arrange to have it done
through Banner), and providing appropriate advising with regard to alternatives
Report submitted by:
Jeffrey L. Walters
Chair, Academic Standards Subcommittee
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Regarding the FERPA policy--Joyce Kinkead will follow up with the administrative side of
FERPA and work with the Registrars Office. The FERPA tutorial link is:
http://www.usu.edu/registrar/records/privacy.html
Regarding course cancellations-- a few weeks before the term begins, the Provost or Registrars
office will send out a memo to the department heads saying, “This is the time to assess your
enrollment and to make decisions about continuing classes, and anytime you make a change in
the scheduling, it is your responsibility to notify the students.”
The following was submitted by Heidi Beck to the Academic Standards Subcommitte:
There are three decisions related to the USU transcript which have been made as part of the
Banner-Student implementation process. The purpose of this memorandum is to make the
faculty and administration aware of these decisions.
1. Whereas the SIS+ system assigned grade points based on a system to the hundredth (e.g. A= 3.67), the Banner system will assign grade points to the thousandth and will not round up
(e.g. A- = 3.666).
2. Transcripts will be determined by the level of the course rather than the level of the student.
Therefore a graduate student enrolled in a 0010 – 4990 course will have an undergraduate
transcript in addition to a graduate transcript. Courses at the 5000 – 5990 level will be
transcripted to either the undergraduate or graduate transcript based on the student level.
Courses numbered 6000 – 7990 will appear on the graduate transcript. This will bring the
transcript into line with the Catalog which states:
00100990
10002990
30004990
50005990
60007990

Remedial Courses; will not satisfy baccalaureate requirements; nontransferable; not
calculated in GPA
Lower division (freshman and sophomore courses)
Upper division (junior and senior courses)
Advanced upper division (may be used for a graduate degree with approval of the
student’s supervisory committee)
Graduate courses (students without baccalaureate degrees must obtain special
permission to enroll.

There will not be “split forms” to move these courses. The degree audit system will read
both transcripts to determine when a program is completed.
3. There will not be a second bachelor transcript in Banner. When a student returns for a
second bachelor program it will continue on the undergraduate transcript already in
existence. When a degree is posted the degree gpa will be “frozen” and attached to the
transcript. No changes to that part of the transcript will be made after the posting of the
degree but new course work can be added and the cumulative gpa will reflect those
additional courses and grades.
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Heidi Beck also discussed the late registration fee in Banner. After the first week of school, the
fee is charged to any student who is registering for classes for the first time in that term. Testing
will be done in Banner to look at other options.
Scot Allgood moved to approve the business of the Academic Standards Subcommittee. Richard
Cutler seconded; motion carried.
C. General Education Subcommittee
No report.
Meeting adjourned 4:05 p.m.
Joyce Kinkead conducted the meeting.
Cathy Gerber recorded the minutes.
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